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EN 213: Poetry 
3 Credits 
Fall 2023 

 
                                             �1�$�6�$���L�P�D�J�H�����´�(�D�U�W�K�·�V���3�R�H�W�L�F���0�X�V�H�µ 
 
Professor: Maggie Greaves    Email: mgreaves@skidmore.edu 
Time: MWF 9:05-10:00    Office hours: M 1:30-3:30  
Class location: PMH 201    �3�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U�·�V���R�I�I�L�F�H�����3�0�+�������� 

Course Description 
�´�,�I���,���I�H�H�O���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O�O�\���D�V���L�I���W�K�H���W�R�S���R�I���P�\���K�H�D�G���Z�H�U�H���W�D�N�H�Q���R�I�I�����,���N�Q�R�Z��that �L�V���S�R�H�W�U�\���µ���(�P�L�O�\��
Dickinson wrote of this enthralling and often perplexing form. This course will introduce you to 
the analytical pleasures of reading, discussing, and writing about poetry. As we read poems from 
multiple cultures and historical periods, you will create a toolkit of terminology and methods for 
interpreting poetry. Assignments will include an essay, an exam, a recitation, poetry games, and a 
final project with a creative component. 
 

Required Texts 
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poem you really �Z�D�Q�W���W�R���U�H�F�L�W�H���W�K�D�W�·�V���Q�R�W���R�Q���W�K�H���V�\�O�O�D�E�X�V�����S�O�H�D�V�H���W�D�O�N���W�R���P�H���L�Q���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�����3�O�H�D�V�H���W�D�N�H��
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Accommodating Students with Disabilities 
Skidmore College is committed to supporting the learning needs of all students in our diverse 
community. If you have a documented barrier to learning or think you may have a disability, 
please consult with Meg Hegen
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10/18 
W 

 Stanzas 
 

�x George Herbert, �´�7�K�H��
�7�H�P�S�O�H���µ���´�(�D�V�W�H�U���:�L�Q�J�V���µ��
�´�7�K�H���)�O�R�Z�H�U�µ�� 

�x �:���%�����<�H�D�W�V�����´�6�D�L�O�L�Q�J���W�R��
�%�\�]�D�Q�W�L�X�P�µ�� 

�x �/�X�F�L�O�O�H���&�O�L�I�W�R�Q�����´�R�K���D�Q�W�L�F��
�J�R�G�µ 

 

10/20 
F 

 Heroic couplets 
 

�x Alexander Pope, from 
�´�(�V�V�D�\���R�Q���0�D�Q�µ 

�x �5�R�E�H�U�W���%�U�R�Z�Q�L�Q�J�����´�0�\���/�D�V�W��
�'�X�F�K�H�V�V�µ 

�x �:�L�O�I�U�H�G���2�Z�H�Q�����´�6�W�U�D�Q�J�H��
�0�H�H�W�L�Q�J�µ 

Short 
Writing 6 

10/23 
M 

8 Couplets �x Natasha Trethewey, 
�´�7�K�H�R�U�L�H�V���R�I���7�L�P�H���D�Q�G��
�6�S�D�F�H�µ 

�x �7�U�D�F�\���.�����6�P�L�W�K�����´�6�F�L���)�L�µ 
�x �$�G�D���/�L�P�R�Q�����´�7�K�H���&�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W��

�6�D�\�V�����:�H�·�G���/�L�N�H���W�K�H��
Conversation to be 
�%�L�O�L�Q�J�X�D�O�µ 

�x �(�P�L�O�\���/�H�L�W�K�D�X�V�H�U�����´�&�D�U�G�L�D�F��
�)�O�L�F�N�H�U�µ 

 

10/25 
W 

 Tercets 
 

�x �5�R�E�H�U�W���)�U�R�V�W�����´�$�F�T�X�D�L�Q�W�H�G��
�Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���1�L�J�K�W�µ 

�x �:�D�O�O�D�F�H���6�W�H�Y�H�Q�V�����´�7�K�H���6�Q�R�Z��
�0�D�Q�µ 

�x �3�K�L�O�L�S���/�D�U�N�L�Q�����´�7�D�O�N�L�Q�J���L�Q��
�%�H�G�µ 

�x Gwendolyn Brooks, 
�´�N�L�W�F�K�H�Q�H�W�W�H���E�X�L
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M �x �$�Q�W�K�R�Q�\���+�H�F�K�W�����´�7�K�H���%�R�R�N��
�R�I���<�R�O�H�N�µ 

�x Alberto Ríos�����´�1�D�Q�L�µ�����&�3�� 
�x �5�D�Q�G�D�O�O���0�D�Q�Q�����´�7�K�H��

�0�R�U�W�L�F�L�D�Q���L�Q���6�D�Q���)�U�D�Q�F�L�V�F�R�µ��
(CP) 
 

Poetics reading: Background on the 
sestina (theSpring) 

11/1 
W 

 The Romantic ode �x �:�R�U�G�V�Z�R�U�W�K�����´�2�G�H����
�,�Q�W�L�P�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���,�P�P�R�U�W�D�O�L�W�\�µ 

�x �6�K�H�O�O�H�\�����´�2�G�H���W�R���W�K�H���:�H�V�W��
�:�L�Q�G�µ 

�x �.�H�D�W�V�����´�2�G�H���R�Q���D���*�U�H�F�L�D�Q��
�8�U�Q�µ 

 
Poetics reading: Background on the 
ode (theSpring) 
 

 

11/3 
F 

 Contemporary odes �x Sharon Olds, �´�2�G�H���W�R���W�K�H��
�+�\�P�H�Q�µ (CP) 

�x �/�X�F�L�O�O�H���&�O�L�I�W�R�Q�����´�W�R���P�\���O�D�V�W��
�S�H�U�L�R�G�µ�����&�3�� 

�x �.�H�Y�L�Q���<�R�X�Q�J�����´�2�G�H���W�R���W�K�H��
�0�L�G�Z�H�V�W�µ�����&�3�� 

�x �.�Z�D�P�H���'�D�Z�H�V�����´�2�G�H���W�R���W�K�H��
�&�O�R�W�K�H�V�O�L�Q�H�µ�����&�3�� 

�x �5�R�V�V���*�D�\�����´�2�G�H���W�R���W�K�H��
�3�X�U�L�W�D�Q���L�Q���0�H�µ�����&�3�� 

Short 
Writing 8 

11/6 
M 

10 Elegies �x �5�R�E�H�U�W���+�H�U�U�L�F�N�����´�8�S�R�Q���D��
�&�K�L�O�G���7�K�D�W���'�L�H�G�µ�� 

�x �.�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H���3�K�L�O�L�S�V�����´�(�S�L�W�D�S�K�µ 
�x W.H. Auden�����´�)�X�Q�H�U�D�O��

�%�O�X�H�V�µ  
�x Natasha Trethewey, 

�´�*�U�D�Y�H�\�D�U�G���%�O�X�H�V�µ 

 

11/8 
W 

  Exam Review; bring in 
questions from review 
packet 

 

11/10 
F 

  Exam Exam due 
by end of 
class 
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11/13 
M 

11 Ghazals Poems by Rumi, Faiz, and Agha 
Shahid Ali (CP) 

 

11/15 
W 

 Pohndorff Room 
�Y�L�V�L�W���I�R�U���D�U�W�L�V�W�V�·���E�R�R�N�V 
 

�x William Blake, �´�7�K�H���/�D�P�E���µ��
�´�7�K�H���6�L�F�N���5�R�V�H�µ 

�x �6�\�O�Y�L�D���3�O�D�W�K�����´�'�D�G�G�\�µ 
�x �<�X�V�H�I���.�R�P�X�Q�\�D�N�D�D�����´�)�D�F�L�Q�J��

It �µ 
�x Eavan �%�R�O�D�Q�G�����´�7�K�D�W���W�K�H��

Science of Cartography Is 
�/�L�P�L�W�H�G�µ 

 

11/17 
F 

 Poets talking to the 
moon 

�x Sappho, moon fragments 
(CP) 

�x �6�L�U���3�K�L�O�L�S���6�L�G�Q�H�\�����´�$�V�W�U�R�S�K�L�O��
�D�Q�G���6�W�H�O�O�D�������µ 

�x �6�K�H�O�O�H�\�����´�7�R���W�K�H���0�R�R�Q�µ 
�x �-�H�D�Q���7�R�R�P�H�U�����´�(�Y�H�Q�L�Q�J��

�6�R�Q�J�µ 
�x �:�D�O�O�D�F�H���6�W�H�Y�H�Q�V�����´�/�X�Q�D�U��

�3�D�U�D�S�K�U�D�V�H�µ 
�x �:���+�����$�X�G�H�Q�����´�7�K�L�V���/�X�Q�D�U��

�%�H�D�X�W�\�µ 
�x Margaret Wise Brown, 

Goodnight, Moon (link on 
theSpring) 

�x �7�L�P�R�W�K�\���<�X�����´�0�R�R�Q�µ�����&�3�� 
 
Background reading: Mary Ruefle, 
�´�3�R�H�W�U�\���D�Q�G���W�K�H���0�R�R�Q�µ�����O�L�Q�N�H�G���R�Q��
theSpring) 

Short 
Writing 9 

11/20 
M 

12 Poets in the city �x �:�L�O�O�L�D�P���%�O�D�N�H�����´�/�R�Q�G�R�Q�µ 
�x �7���6�����(�O�L�R�W�����´�7�K�H���/�R�Y�H���6�R�Q�J��

�R�I���-�����$�O�I�U�H�G���3�U�X�I�U�R�F�N�µ 
�x �0�D�\�D���$�Q�J�H�O�R�X�����´�$�Z�D�N�L�Q�J���L�Q��

�1�H�Z���<�R�U�N�µ�����&�3�� 
�x �0�R�Q�L�F�D���<�R�X�Q�����´�9�H�Q�L�F�H����

�8�Q�D�F�F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�G�µ�����&�3�� 
�x �$�G�D���/�L�P�R�Q�����´�7�K�H���/�D�V�W��

�0�R�Y�H�µ�����&�3�� 

 

 
 

  11/22-26: Thanksgiving Vacation  

11/27 
M 

 Love poetry �x � �́%�H�Q���-�R�Q�V�R�Q�����´�6�R�Q�J�����7�R��
�&�H�O�L�D�µ 

�x �*�H�R�U�J�H���+�H�U�E�H�U�W�����´�/�R�Y�H�µ 
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�x �$�Q�G�U�H�Z���0�D�U�Y�H�O�O�����´To His 
�&�R�\���0�L�V�W�U�H�V�V�µ 

�x
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