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Dear Students, 

It is for me a great pleasure to be able to communicate again with you through this introductory note to the Government 
�'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�� �1�H�Z�V�O�H�W�W�H�U���� �$�V�� �\�R�X�� �S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\�� �N�Q�R�Z���� �,�·�P�� �W�K�H�� �F�K�D�L�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���� �7�K�X�V���� �L�I�� �\�R�X�� �Q�H�H�G�� �W�R�� �G�L�V�F�X�V�V�� �D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J��
related to your major or minor in Government, obtain authorization for courses to be taken abroad, or any other require-
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Government department faculty members were polled with the following question: 

Who do you believe will be the Republican and Democratic nominees for president in 2016? Note: 
This has nothing to do with your personal preferences. 

                  REPUBLICAN:      DEMOCRAT: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Government majors and minors student Poll Results (53 responses) 
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Go to online version to view the color pie charts http://
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 STUDENT TRAVELS 

Last semester (Spring 2015) I studied abroad in Amman, Jordan, through 
�&�,�(�(�·�V���'�L�S�O�R�P�D�F�\���D�Q�G���3�R�O�L�F�\���6�W�X�G�L�H�V���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�����$�V���W�K�H���Q�D�P�H���H�Q�W�D�L�O�V�����L�W���Z�D�V��
focused on Political Science, International Relations, and Middle Eastern 
Studies. While some of the other American students lived in apartments, I 
was in a homestay. Of course it took me some time to adjust to the Jordani-
�D�Q���F�X�O�W�X�U�H�����I�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����I�D�P�L�O�\���L�V���H�[�W�U�H�P�H�O�\���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W�����V�R���W�K�H�U�H�·�V���Y�H�U�\���O�L�W�W�O�H��
privacy) but overall my host family was really nice. We took daytrips to the 
Dead Sea and we often made visits to the extended family. 

The classes were all offered through CIEE and both my Modern Standard 
Arabic and my Colloquial Arabic class took place in the CIEE office. Apart 
from those courses, I took a class on Development Economics of the Middle 
East, a case study on Jordan, and I audited a class on the Arab-Israeli conflict. I also interned at a Jordanian NGO called Jordan Visions 
Center for Strategic and Development Studies
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�7�K�L�V���I�D�O�O���� �W�K�H�� �:�K�L�W�H���+�R�X�V�H���O�D�X�Q�F�K�H�G���D���Q�H�Z���E�O�R�J�� �F�D�O�O�H�G���´�/�H�W�W�H�U�V�� �W�R���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���2�E�D�P�D���µ�� �D���7�X�P�E�O�U��
page that displays particularly poignant messages written to the President by the American peo-
ple. While most who come across this site may find it interesting, my relationship with the blog 
posts is far more personal, as I had the honor this past summer of reading these messages all sum-
mer as an intern in the White House Office of Presidential Correspondence. As an intern at the 
White House this summer, I was tremendously fortunate to spend my time not only interacting 
with citizens on behalf of the President in the Correspondence Office, but also having access to the 
White House campus and experiencing first-hand what it means to play a small role in the Execu-
tive Office of the President.  

 My daily tasks in my internship included reading messages sent in to the President from the 
American people, which as one can probably imagine, contain quite a range of emotions, opinions, 
and comprehensibility. This task, however, was never mundane, as we were always on the lookout 
for messages that could be used in speeches, displayed online to promote stories or policies, or 
even sent to the President himself. Each day, President Obama reads ten letters and emails, 
which are chosen by the interns and staff in the Correspondence Office. It is clear that throughout 
the whole White House, the administration is committed to transparency and communication 
with citizens. As the summer progressed, I was fortunate to be assigned more substantive tasks, 

such as analyzing data on trending topics in letters and emails and assisting in the writing of certain responses from the White House. 
Seeing for myself the impact that a letter from the President or being mentioned in one of his speeches can have on a struggling citizen 
makes this kind of work immensely worthwhile.   

In addition to my daily tasks, perhaps the best part of my summer was simply having access to the White House and being surrounded 
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Since graduating in May, I have been working in various capacities at 
�W�K�H�� �$�W�O�D�Q�W�L�F�� �&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V�� �6�R�X�W�K�� �$�V�L�D�� �&�H�Q�W�H�U���� �D�� �W�K�L�Q�N�� �W�D�Q�N�� �L�Q�� �:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q����
DC. In my short time at the Council, I have had the opportunity to re-
search and write about pressing issues and interact with many of the 
most powerful people in the world. Before saying anything else though, 
I want to thank Professor Biberman-Ocakli for recommending me to the 
Council and for taking an active role in my future during my most frantic 
search for direction.  

When I tell people I work at a think tank, they usually respond with a 
�K�H�D�G�� �Q�R�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �,�� �K�D�Y�H�� �F�R�P�H�� �W�R�� �U�H�D�O�L�]�H�� �P�H�D�Q�V�� �W�K�H�\�� �G�R�Q�¶�W�� �N�Q�R�Z�� �Z�K�D�W�� �D��
think tank does. I have found that the best way to describe what a think 
tank does is to describe it in relation to its competitors. Most institutions 
in DC, if they are not part of government, battle to influence what gov-
ernment does. Whether it be a consulting agency, lobbying group or 
advocacy group, a union association or a think tank, each tries to get its 
ideas listened to, and its policy preferences implemented. The differ-
ence between these non-governmental institutions lies in the tactics 
employed and the resources used. A think tank generally uses its net-
work of former government officials and scholars to influence decisions. 
Just last week, for example, working with the former Ambassador to 
Afghanistan and other luminaries, we produced a strategy paper that 
called for the exact approach President Obama announced with regard 
�W�R���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���8�6���W�U�R�R�S�V���L�Q���$�I�J�K�D�Q�L�V�W�D�Q�����,���F�D�Q�¶�W���V�D�\���I�R�U���V�X�U�H���K�R�Z���P�X�F�K��
�W�K�H���S�D�S�H�U���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�G���W�K�H���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�¶�V���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�����E�X�W���,���F�D�Q���W�H�O�O���\�R�X���L�W���K�D�G��an 
impact (and was cited in the related New York Times article). Success 
in the industry is usually intangible an un-quantifiable, but the work can 
still be gratifying.    

In some ways, working at the Atlantic Council has allowed me to contin-
ue living the life of a student. I research and write a fair amount, but on 
�D���K�R�V�W���R�I���L�V�V�X�H�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���,�U�D�Q���Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���G�H�D�O�����W�R���,�Q�G�L�D�¶�V���E�R�X�U�J�H�R�Q�L�Q�J���H�F�R�Q��
omy to Megacity security concerns. I also am invited to attend lectures, 
�D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K�� �W�K�H�\�� �F�D�O�O�� �W�K�H�P�� �³�E�U�L�H�I�L�Q�J�V�´�� �R�U�� �³�F�R�Q�Y�H�U�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V�´�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�O�G�¶�V��
foremost experts on their given subject. At least part of the Atlantic 
�&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�� �R�S�H�U�D�W�H�V�� �O�L�N�H�� �6�N�L�G�P�R�U�H�¶�V�� �6�S�H�D�N�H�U�¶�V�� �%�X�U�H�D�X�� �H�[�F�H�S�W�� �Z�L�W�K�� �P�R�U�H��
resources and more conveniently located (no offense to upstate New 
York).  

By far, the coolest part of my job is the people I get to interact with on a 
semi-regular basis. I hate to name drop, but I will anyway. I had the 
opportunity to discuss the rise of Donald Trump with former Governor of 
Utah, Presidential candidate and Ambassador to China, Jon Huntsman 
Jr., and I had an even weirder interaction with former Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright that involved my accidentally stealing her food.  

�$�W���W�K�H���U�L�V�N���R�I���V�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�G�H�V�F�H�Q�G�L�Q�J�����,�¶�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���F�R�Q�F�O�X�G�H���Z�L�W�K���D���E�L�W���R�I��
advice. As an active government major throughout my Skidmore career, 
I have read my fair share of these post-grad check-ins. More often than 
not, they left me more anxious about my future career. I sincerely hope 
my check-in has the opposite effect. Yes, the job market is flooded with 
qualified applicants with flawless resumes. But I can tell you from expe-
rience that there is a dearth of competent, reliable recent grads, and 
there is no strong correlation between those qualities and a pristine 
resume. I guess the positive way to phrase that is there is always a way 
for a hard-working, competent person to stand out and flourish.  
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Spring 2016 Topics Course Descriptions  

GO251C: So You Want to Be a Judge?  
James Sieja 

This course analyzes the "judicial life cycle." We will examine who goes to law school, 
who gets picked to be a clerk, what clerks do, running in state judicial elections, the 
federal nomination process, the day-to-day life of a judge, workload issues, getting 
along with judicial colleagues, moving up in the judicial hierarchy, retirement, and 




