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Jessica Sullivan
jsulliv1@skidmore.edu

978-339-3037

APPOINTMENTS
Assistant Professor of Psychology, Skidmore College, 2014 - 2020
Associate Professor of Psychology, Skidmore College, 2020 - 2023
Professor of Psychology, Skidmore College, 2023-present
SRCD US Policy Fellow: NY State Fellowship, 2024-2025

COLLEGE LEADERSHIP
Associate Chair of Psychology, Skidmore College, 2021-2024
Faculty Director of the Schupf Family IdeaLab Steering Committee, 2022-2023

EDUCATION
Ph.D., Developmental Psychology, UCSD. June, 2014.
M.A., Developmental Psychology, UCSD. June, 2010
B.A., Wesleyan University. June, 2008

HONORS, AWARDS, AND FUNDING

External Awards (Sullivan is PI)
2022-2025 NSF #2201967: PI: Collaborative Research: A Multi-Lab Investigation of the Conceptual

Foundations of Early Number Development (>$1,000,000 total; $27,703 awarded to Sullivan)
2018-2023: NSF #1749524: PI: Collaborative Research (DS): Origins of Recursive Mathematical

Knowledge in Childhood ($561,147; $273,465 awarded to Sullivan)
2017-2019: NIH R03 #HD09147: PI: Archiving a large audiovisual䥒nceptual

/idealab/about.php
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https://direct.mit.edu/opmi/article/doi/10.1162/opmi_a_00104/117733/Everything-is-Infinite-Children-s-Beliefs-�鶹�ƽ��
https://psyarxiv.com/dj37h
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0263217
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0263217
https://srcd.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdfdirect/10.1111/cdev.13787
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/desc.13183
https://psyarxiv.com/8vwbf/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S088520142100109X
https://psyarxiv.com/fy8zx/
https://doi.org/10.1162/opmi_a_00039
https://psyarxiv.com/gvt2u/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0010027720303462
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cognition.2020.104527
https://psyarxiv.com/vu47r/
https://doi.org/10.1111/cdev.13524
https://psyarxiv.com/5xpsa/
https://psyarxiv.com/5c6pb/
https://psyarxiv.com/cf9nm/
https://psyarxiv.com/afdg8/
https://psyarxiv.com/u3bj6/
https://psyarxiv.com/n4gcv/


https://psyarxiv.com/3xdrz
https://psyarxiv.com/6wxe8
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0203891#:~:text=Participants%20with%20high%20Dark%20Triad,interact%20with%20Dark%20Triad%20scores.
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0195503
https://psyarxiv.com/kywxp
https://psyarxiv.com/27b43/
https://psyarxiv.com/pdszc
https://jnc.psychopen.eu/article/view/19/html
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0159208
https://psyarxiv.com/xy7ce/
https://psyarxiv.com/d4ygj/
https://psyarxiv.com/fdvh6
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/5p61m1j0
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/0wc1n3vz
https://www.pnas.org/content/110/46/18448.short
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strategies: evidence from eye-movements. Psychonomic Bulletin and Review, 18, 557-563.
[2] Sullivan, J. & Barner, D. (2011). Number words, quantifiers, and principles of word learning.

Wiley Interdisciplinary Reviews: Cognitive Science, 2, 639-645.
[1] Barth, H., Starr, A., & Sullivan, J. (2009). Children's mappings of large number words to

numerosities. Cognitive Development, 24, 248-264.

JOURNAL PUBLICATIONS UNDER REVIEW (R), REVISION (V), AND IN PREP (P)

[V] Abreu-Mendoza, R., Barner, D., Boni, I., Cheung, P.,.... Sullivan, J. et al. (under revision).
ManyNumbers 1: a multi-lab international study of early number knowledge.

[R] Sullivan, J., Louis, K., & Moss-Racusin, C. (under revised review). Masking is good but
conforming is better.

[R] Sullivan, J., Alvarez, J., Cramer-Benjamin, S.⌘, Holcomb, S.⌘, Nolan, M.⌘, Morabito, A.⌘,
Schneider, R. & �

https://psyarxiv.com/5nzqc/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Nee8q7K3_O2g3z0Hj_etlwH6C7M0iPxI38xqv9Io034/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qFmipr155nkHWi_WrSFFAltFhvmOm-xYDo6jaDKAKKI/edit?usp=sharing
https://osf.io/fe8wz
https://osf.io/y8uj4
https://osf.io/47qjs
https://osf.io/ysrw4
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1l2cU7sjooGAoUm_ypmfkCNIzxJ-LtkeXw11tVibd2TI/edit?usp=sharing
https://osf.io/vks6a
https://osf.io/kjxus
https://osf.io/md3p8
https://osf.io/2yu3b
https://osf.io/bmk94/
https://osf.io/vgebr
https://osf.io/pm7fx


https://psyarxiv.com/92skc/
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[62] Murphy, A.⌘, Nazir, A.⌘, Sullivan, J., Wilton, L. (2023). Biased Expectations of Black

Children: Examining U.S. Adults’ Lay Beliefs About Child Development Across Racial
Groups. SPSP.

[61] Nolan, M.⌘, Yaccoby, Y.⌘ Wilton, L. & Sullivan, J. (2023). That’s inappropriate! Adults’
judgments of the appropriateness of talking with children about race. SPSP.

[60] Sullivan, J. (2022). Studying Race Development in a Liberal Arts Environment. Invited talk, UC
San Diego, April, 2022.

[59] Sullivan, J. (2022). Barriers to talking with children about race. Invited talk, UT Austin, April,
2022.

[58] Wilton, L., Sullivan, J., & Apfelbaum, E. (2022). Beliefs about Black and White
Children’s Ability to Process Race. SSPSI.

[58] Wilton, L. & Sullivan, J. (2022). The Social Science Behind When and How Young Children
Learn about Race. New York Public Library.

[57] Sullivan, J. &

https://www.ywcahartford.org/news_events/event_calendar.html/event/2021/09/22/dispelling-myths-critical-race-theory-and-talking-about-racism/351943
https://www.bklynlibrary.org/calendar/early-childhood-symposium-virtual-20210429
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[45] Marušič, L, Žaucer, R., Saksida, A., Sullivan, J., Skordos, D., Wang, Y. & Barner, D. (2019).

Children’s acquisition of the dual in Slovenian. 12th Mediterranean Morphology Meeting.
[44] Chu, J., Schneider, R., Cheung, P., Sullivan, J., & Barner, D. (2019). How does counting relate to

children’s understanding of infinity? Society for Research on Child Development.
[43] Schneider, R., Sullivan, J., Guo, K.⌘, Biswas, P., & Barner, D. (2019). A cross-linguistic

investigation into children’s acquisition of the successor function. Symposium Talk, Society for
Research on Child Development.

[42] Marušič, L, Žaucer, R., Saksida, A., Sullivan, J., Skordos, D., Wang, Y. & Barner, D. (2019).
On the acquisition of the dual in Slovenian. Formal Approaches to Slavic Linguistics.

[41] Alvarez, J., Schneider, R., Barner, D., & Sullivan, J. (2019). Exploratory, cross-domain
investigations into the nature, origin, and time-course of concepts of infinity. Poster, Budapest
CEU Conference on Cognitive Development.

[40] Sullivan, J., Goldstein, B.⌘ & Moss-Racusin, C. (2019). The development of gender stereotypes
across the developmental timespan. Poster, Budapest CEU Conference on Cognitive
Development.

[39] Goldstein, B.⌘ & Sullivan, J. (2019). The role of intentions and conceptual understanding in
symbolic reasoning. Poster, Budapest CEU Conference on Cognitive Development.

[38] Saksida, A., Skordos, D., Sullivan, J., Marušič, L, Žaucer, R., & Barner, D. (2019). Exact
Interpretation of Singular and Dual Forms in Slovenian. Poster, Budapest CEU Conference on
Cognitive Development.

[37] Marušič, L, Saksida, A., Skordos, D., Sullivan, J., Žaucer, R., & Barner, D. (2018). Slovenian
preschoolers derive exact interpretations of singular and dual forms. Talk, Boston University
Conference on Language Development.

[36] Sullivan, J., Tulagan, N.⌘, Tillman, K., & Barner, D. (2017). Spontaneous temporal and causal
inferences in preschoolers. Association for Psychological Science.

[35] Williams, K.⌘ & Sullivan, J. (2017). Pragmatic competence: Three year olds’ abilities to
compute pragmatic inferences. Society for Research on Child Development.

[34] Williams, K.⌘ & Sullivan, J. (2017). Pragmatic competence: Three year olds’ abilities to
compute pragmatic inferences. Association for Psychological Science.

[33] Iannucci, J.⌘, & Sullivan, J. (2017). The roles of function and shape when classifying animate
and inanimate objects. Association for Psychological Science.

[32] Marchand, E., Sullivan, J., Wade, S.⌘, & Barner, D. (2016). Bilingual estimation in French
English bilinguals. Poster to be presented at the Math Cognition Conference.

[31] Sullivan, J., Boucher, J.⌘, Goodkind, R.⌘, Kiefer, R.⌘, Skyer, R.⌘, & Williams, K⌘.
(2016). Explanation-based discourse inferences support early word learning. Poster presented at
the Cognitive Science Society.

[30] Wagner, K., Marušič, L., Plesnicar, V.⌘, Razboršek, T.⌘, Sullivan, J., Žaucer, R., & Barner, D.
(2015). Beyond knower levels: Early partial knowledge of number words. Cognitive
Development Society.

[29] Sullivan, J. (2015). The Roles of Inference and Associative Learning in the Construction of
Mappings between Number Words and Numerical Magnitudes. Cognitive Science Society.

[28] Boucher, J.⌘, Alvarez, J.⌘, Hoang, L.⌘
Numeric
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influences memory for text and word interpretation. Association for Psychological Science 27th

Annual Convention.
[26] Sullivan, J., Tulagan, N.⌘, Gruberg, N., Ferreira, V., & Barner, D. (2015). Preschoolers

spontaneously track the structure of discourse. Association for Psychological Science 27th

Annual Convention.
[25] Seibyl, J.⌘, Hoang, L.⌘, Alvarez, J.⌘, Boucher, J.⌘, & Sullivan, J. (2015). Two failures to

replicate primacy effects in social judgments. Association for Psychological Science 27th

Annual Convention.
[24] Jung, J.⌘, Sullivan, J., & Barner, D. (2015). Learning new words from context: New evidence

from eye movements that errors in word learning arise late in processing. Association for
Psychological Science 27th Annual Convention.

[23] Wade, S.⌘, Sullivan, J., & Barner, D. (2015). Number Word Mappings in Bilingual Children:
Evidence for Effects of Language Dominance on Estimation. Society for Research on Child
Development (SRCD), Philadelphia, PA.

[22] Sullivan, J., Tulagan, N.⌘, Gruberg, N., Ferreira, V., & Barner, D. (2015). Preschoolers
spontaneously encode discourse structure. Society for Research on Child Development
(SRCD), Philadelphia, PA.

[21] Sullivan, J., Barner, D., Brooks, N., Alvarez, G., & Frank, M. (2014). Does intervention on
symbolic math affect numerical discrimination and estimation? Proceedings of the 36th Annual
Conference of the Cognitive Science Society (72-73) Austin, TX: Cognitive Science Society.

--------------------------------------------- arrived at Skidmore ---------------------------------------------
[20] Wade, S.⌘, Sullivan, J., Chavez, I.‡, Valdivia, J.‡, & Barner, D. (2013). Development of number

representations and mappings in bilingual 5-to-7-year-olds. Society for the
Neurobiology of Language.

[19] Sullivan, J., & Barner, D. (2013). Preschoolers use relevance inferences to learn new words.
Poster presented at BUCLD 38, Boston, MA. 

[18] Plesničar, V.⌘, Razboršek, T.⌘, Sullivan, J., Almoammer, A., Donlan, C., Barner, D.,
O’Donnell, T., Žaucer, R., & Marušič, F. (2013). "Number morphology as a source of early
Mathematical content". Paper presented at "SinFonIJA 6", University of Niš, Serbia, Sept 26
- 28 2013.

[17] Sullivan, J., & Barner, D. (2013). Preschoolers can use discourse cues to learn new words.
Symposium paper presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in
Child Development, Seattle, WA.

[16] Barner, D., Razboršek, T.⌘, Plesnicar, V.⌘, Sullivan, J., O'Donnell, T., Žaucer, R., & Marušič,
L. (2013). Language as a source of numerical concepts. Symposium paper presented at
the Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Seattle, WA.

[15] Sullivan, J. (2013). Intentionality and language acquisition: Connecting socio-pragmatic
inference, word learning, and early language processing. Chair, symposium presented
at the Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Seattle, WA.

[14] Barner, D., Marušič, F., O'Donnell, T., Plesničar, V.⌘, Razboršek, T.⌘, Sullivan, J., Žaucer, R.
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[12] Vul, E., Sullivan, J., & Barner, D. (2012) Mapping the Number Sense onto Numbers. Annual

Meeting of the Psychonomic Society.
[11] Kehler, A., Hayes, E., Sullivan, J., & Barner, D (2012). Grammatical and Pragmatic Biases in

Children's Pronoun Interpretation. 86th Annual meeting of the Linguistic Society of
America, Portland, OR. 

[10] Bejar, K.⌘, Sullivan, J., Chestnut, E., Bale, A., & Barner, D. (2012). Children's early
interpretations of novel and familiar quantifiers. Poster, Southern California
Conference on Development.

[9] Wade, S.⌘, Sullivan, J., Davidson, K., Razhas, I.‡, & Barner, D. (2012). The
role of contrast in children's interpretations of some and all. Poster, Southern California
Conference on Development.

[8] Sullivan, J., Wade, S.⌘, Bejar, K⌘, & Barner, D. (2011). The learning mechanisms guiding
children's number word mappings. Poster, Seventh Biennial Meeting of the Cognitive
Development Society, Philadelphia, PA.

[7] Sullivan, J., Davidson, K., & Barner, D (2011). Children's conversational implicatures. Paper
presented at BUCLD 36, Boston, MA. 

[6] Sullivan, J., & Barner, D (2010). The roles of associative learning and structure mapping in
linking number words to magnitudes. Southern California Conference on
Development.

[5] Chase, E.⌘, Audet, J., Sullivan, J., Wagner, K., & Barner, D (2010). What's least red to me is
blue to you: pragmatic inference in categorization. Southern California Conference on
Development.

[4] Barth, H., Paladino, A., & Sullivan, J. (2009). The development of number line estimation: a
proportion judgment account. Poster, Sixth Biennial Meeting of the Cognitive
Development Society.

[3] Barth, H., Paladino, A., & Sullivan, J. (2009). Developmental continuity in numerical
estimation. Conference Abstract, Annual Meeting of the Psychonomic Society.

[2] Sullivan, J., Barth, H., MacDonald, K., & Paladino, A. (2009). Children's mappings of number
words to large numerosities. Poster, Annual Meeting of the Society for Research in
Child Development, Denver, CO.

[1] Sullivan, J. (2009). Borderland poets and models of bilingual semantic processing: using
cognitive science to understand the literature of the US-Mexico border. Paper, Science,
Technology, and the Humanities: a New Synthesis.

TEACHING

100-level
● Bodies and Identities
● Intro to Psychology

200-level
● Developmental Psychology
● Hidden Data
● Perceptions of Time
● Psychology of Infinity
● Research Methods I

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1S-tmMEb-sBGUUxZFx-ZTYciALABYTM5B4hEkTWtZjqg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1c-3cOVv73BSsTpPb1DT9ZemQqgAn0hagHY_zDdjEvBw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1s69vxiOxNwvNwRVuPSfeuUUeZxQxzyjDP6HFuDpOR_8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L9u73_hpzW05X78Cq63mzvyjthQGEM3un6sxWXEx2_M/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-xeenzbcDolbFUHQ9vxs6DBdnoUF-SYa/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114743657998100670863&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_oNVSX-3PAToWPjtDtXbWt2tIHVQJPaH8Cn6HZsdXM0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xUzXccKn3XIs32CNWlPtGag72U5zIe_tYEBCl1RL9vQ/edit?usp=sharing
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● Artificial Self

300-level
● Bodies and Self
● Cross-Cultural Development
● Cognitive Development With Lab
● Plant Cognition
● Rethinking Psychology

Text Book
Creator of official (publisher’s) accompanying slides for Frank Keil’s Developmental Psychology: The
Growth of Mind and Behavior (W.W. Norton & Co.).

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Editorial
Associate Editor: Child Development (2023-2026)
Action Editor for Special Issue: Social Psychology and Personality Compass (2023)
Editorial Board: Developmental Psychology (2020-2022)

Skidmore College

All-College Service (Working Groups, Elected Committees, and Major Leadership Bolded)
● Co-leader: ACID (Academy for Course Innovation and Design)
● HHMI Working Group on Inclusive and Accessible Teaching and Learning (2023-2024)
● Backus Prize Committee (2022)
● HHMI Inclusive Excellence Committee Member (2020-present)
● Faculty Compensation Working Group Members (2021-2022)
● Faculty Director of the Schupf Family IdeaLab Steering Committee (2022-2023)
● IdeaLab Search Committee Member and Inclusive Hiring Representative (2021-2023)
● IdeaLab Steering Committee (2018-present)
● Committee for Academic Freedom and Right (CAFR) Chair (2020-2021)
● Committee for Academic Freedom and Rights (CAFR) Member (2018-2021; Spring,

2023)
● Greenberg Advisory Committee (2017-2021)
● Summer Advisor (2018, 2021)
● Investment Working Group (2017-2018)
● Bridge Experience Subcommittee for New Curriculum (2017-2018)
● Reviewer, Goldwater Student Applications (2016)
● Ad-hoc college service pool (2016-2017)
● Faculty Writing Group (2014-2020)

Skidmore Psychology Departmental Service
● Assist with Cognitive VAP search (2022)
● Associate Chair (2021-2024)
● Chair of two Psychology Tenure Stream Searches (prep began in 2021, search in

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RDPDhrD5VJq9D2XfmBypsMox-etjkGTTxv0wUOjudC4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1czqRrr_zt6sS-pj4QNAoNMQIO2xxZpn9x2JUObrBDpw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rRY8PuPWBuZoO-T7nRLTVzWZzmt5RT6EcweOyvnbO0E/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hCU9OnpzgOxqI52m4du9FBR1gQe5n-0pYgDzc0Gd9ts/edit?usp=sharing
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2022-2023)
● Assist with Clinical Psychology Search (2019-2020)
● Health Psychology Search Committee member (2019-2020)
● Colloquium Committee (2020-2021)
● Assessment Committee (2018-2020)
● Chair, Participant Review Board (2016-2017)
● Inclusivity in Hiring Representative (2015-2016)
● SONA System coordinator (2015-2016)
● Developmental Search Committee member (2015-2016)
● Assist with Cognitive TT faculty search (2015-2016)
● Assist with Open Area TT-faculty search (2014-2015)
● Assessment Plan Committee Member (2014-2015; 2019-2020

Reviewing
Animal Behavior, Boston University Conference on Lang. Dev., Brain Research, Cognition, Cognitive
Development, Cognitive Science (Journal), Cognitive Science Society (Conference), Developmental
Psychology, Frontiers in Developmental Psychology, Journal of Child Development, Glossa, Journal of
Experimental Child Psychology, Journal of Numerical Cognition, Quarterly Journal of Experimental
Psychology, Society for Research in Child Development

Other
New York Six Teacher-Scholar Network member
2014-2017: Consultant on Grant NSF #1420249 (PI: Shusterman).


