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Introduction / Background 

Sports reporting is a dynamic and engaging field of journalism that revolves around the 

coverage and analysis of various sporting events, athletes, and related stories (McEnaney 3). It 

plays a crucial role in keeping sports enthusiasts informed about the latest developments in their 

favorite sports and provides a platform for athletes to showcase their achievements and 

experiences (Boyle and Haynes 72).  

Sports have a unique ability to bring people together across geographic, cultural, and 

social divides. Sports reporting serves as a bridge that connects fans, allowing them to share in 

the excitement, emotions, and experiences associated with their favorite teams and athletes 

(Stofer et al. 15). Through in-depth profiles, interviews, and match analyses, sports reporting 

helps in building the profiles of athletes and teams. This exposure can lead to sponsorships, 

endorsements, and increased fan following, which are crucial for sustaining a successful sports 

career (Boyle and Haynes 98). Additionally, sports often mirror and influence societal values, 

norms, and trends. Reporting on sports events and personalities can shed light on broader cultural 

issues, such as gender equality, racial diversity, and inclusivity (Gietschier 76)ventthvaujvten mirnal d aea gcaf CQ
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want to interview her to get the answers to these questions, and I would hopefully interview her 

teammates to get their understanding of her. I will include footage of her playing basketball at 

Skidmore.  

 Another story idea I have is on Coach Turner. She is a black, female, head coach and a 

mother, and I think I could create an amazing and inspirational story on her and all the hard work 

she does behind the scenes. The only thing that is difficult, is that she does not like being 

interviewed or filmed so this will be an obstacle for me. I will have to make sure she is 

comfortable and conduct the story at her pace.  

 This project will directly incorporate my coursework at Skidmore and learning 

experiences from previous internships such as FOX Sports. I will be able to translate what I have 

learned into a hands-on experience. I will be able to use what I have learned in my English 

classes to write out plans and create stories. For instance, I will make sure to include a beginning, 



5 

In doing this project, I will literally be doing what I want to do after college. Additionally, I will 

be able to use it for my portfolio and applications, which will be very helpful.  
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Methodology  

My project will be completed over the entirety of the basketball season, which usually runs from 

November - February. I will be reporting live on most home games and will try to attend one 

practice a week to obtain footage. I will be using a camera from MDOCS to film everything. 

MDOCS has also given me a tripod, so I can set up the camera and film myself without a camera 

person. However, if I have friends or roommates who are attending the games, they can help set 

up the camera for me. For the reporting and interviews, I will use a microphone that MDOCS 

will be giving me. The assistant director of MDOCS, Jessie O’Connell, trained me on the 

camera, microphone, and tripod in the middle of October.  

 For my live broadcasts, it is important that I look professional and experienced. I have a 

wardrobe that I wore for my summer internships that will be acceptable for on-air broadcasts. I 

also have a makeup/hair kit that I can use before I go on-air.  

For B-Roll footage, I will take video of the team during games and in practices as the 

season goes on. I will mainly just need B-Roll for feature stories, which I will only do on certain 

occasions. I have gotten a grant from the Student Opportunity Funds for an external hard drive 

and an SD card, which will both be used for the camera footage.  

In terms of getting filming permission, I will have all of the players and coaches sign a 

video release form from MDOCS. I have already gotten permission from all of the women’s 

basketball coaches and I will be having a meeting with the players, in which I will explain my 

project. In case I am using footage of opposing teams, I will let the coach know ahead of time 

and have their team sign a release form as well. In terms of fans and audience, I will post a 

location release form at the entrance of the gym. If anyone does not want to be on camera, they 

will be able to reach out to me.  
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 For editing purposes, I will use the school computers that have Adobe Premiere Pro. I 

also have a software called CapCut on my personal computer that I have used many times for 

editing. By doing the editing myself, I will gain more experience in post-production, which is 

something that I will most likely be doing after college in my first job.  

 I will upload all the videos and stories to a YouTube channel that I plan on creating. This 

way, all the footage will be in one area, and it will be easy to locate and watch. My final project 

will consist of a video log containing the interviews and reports I do from the season. This will 

be rolled out throughout the season.  

 
Timeline 

 



8 

Feb 2- vs Ithaca, pre-game, halftime, post-game show  

Feb 3- vs Bard, pre-game, halftime, post-game show  

By Feb 6th- edit and put together both game reports from the weekend 

Feb 9 - vs William Smith, pre-game, halftime, post-game show  

Feb 10- vs RIT, pre-game, halftime, post-game show  

By Feb 15th- edit and put together both game reports from the weekend 

Feb 20- Quarter Final 

Feb 23- Semi Final  

Feb 25- Final 

Month of March - Final edits, making it look good, recap of the season, putting it all together  
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This source is helpful for my final project, as the authors lay out new rules of sports 

journalism that other sources have not spoken about. Both of the authors are professors in 

Germany, which is beneficial because this diversifies my sources. There are many sports 
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do so. Although this study gives me background information about sports broadcasting 
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This documentary is undeniably relatable to my final project on the women’s basketball 

team. It reinforces the fact that female athletes do not get enough coverage, and when 

they do, the media takes the attention away from their athletic ability. As I will be in 

control of what and how much content is produced, it is important to keep these statistics 

in mind, as I will be pushing back against it. The Skidmore Women’s basketball team 

won the Liberty League last season, and they did not get nearly enough attention, which 

is similar to when the Minnesota women’s hockey team won the national championship. 

If the women’s basketball team gets there again, it will be my job to report on their 

journey and their team in a way that accurately represents them and their team. One 

weakness of the documentary is that it did not discuss the positive sides of media 

coverage in women’s sports. This makes it difficult for me to have examples of things I 

can do, while reporting, rather than just having things I should not do.  

“Official Basketball Rules.” D@N?PN(<5$0K('', 2000, www.fiba.basketball/basketball/official-

rules.  

This source is the International Basketball Federation’s (FIBA) Official Basketball Rules 

for Men and Women.  FIBA governs the sports of basketball worldwide, including 

NCAA basketball. This is a legitimate source, and it contains all the rules that NCAA 

basketball follows.  

The most important thing that I learned from this was the playing regulations. The game 

consists of four ten-minute periods, with a fifteen-minute half-time break. In between the 

other periods, there is a two-minute break. This is important for me to know because it 

gives me an idea of how much time I must interview coaches and players during the 
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breaks. This article went into depth about jump ball, which occurs at the start of the 

game. There were a few things that I learned about jump balls that I did not know before, 

such as the jumpers can only touch it after the ball has reached its highest point. I also 

learned that the term field goal, means any 2-
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and being well-prepared. In her report, she includes a few interviews with players during 

practice, talking about the upcoming games. This is something I will utilize as well, 

interviewing Skidmore players during their practices and then implementing them in my 

reports. At the end of the report, Summers states the Pelicans record and who they will be 

up against that weekend.  

This video was very helpful to me, as it is exactly what I will be doing. Summers has an 

entire portfolio of reports, so I can continue watching and learning from her. I like the 

way she does her reports, and I will try to model mine after hers.  

Ransdell, Lynda B., et al. “A 4-
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Stern, Ricki and Annie Sundberg, directors. F$0&MC$+&B$(%&M"#$'<
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experience more. I do not think I will experience such extreme discrimination and 

obstacles because I am the only sports reporter for Skidmore, and I will be focusing on 

the women’s basketball team who wants the coverage as much as I want to cover them. 

Nevertheless, this background information was necessary for me to complete my sports 

reporting project.  

“Tips for the Sideline Reporter | Commentator Series.” L",M,K$, Creative Foundry, 4 Jan. 2022, 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=EpnNsHeiiXI. Accessed 27 Sept. 2023.   

Bryan Eubank is the Sports Information Director at Jackson Academy and the Voice of 

the Raider Network. He received his master’s degree from Mississippi College. In this 

video, he gives tips for someone interested in becoming a sideline reporter. The first thing 

he suggests is to have questions prepared before halftime. The flow of the game will 

dictate what questions will be asked, and the first question asked will dictate the follow-

up questions. One important thing to keep in mind about halftime reporting, is that you 

must be quick. The coaches and players must go to the locker room and have a talk, so it 

is important to set up before the game and tell the coaches that you are going to grab 

them. Another tip he gave in the video was how to hold the microphone. Holding the 

microphone close to your mouth is crucial, and you should never give away your 

microphone during interviews. For injuries, it is the sideline reporter’s job to find out 

about the injury and report on it to the best of their ability.  

This video gave me some very helpful tips when it comes to sideline reporting. At 

Skidmore, there is no course that is solely on sideline reporting so I would not have 

known small details, like how to hold the microphone or when to set up for halftime. I 
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This article will be helpful to me as my project starts, because of the suggestions that the 

authors compiled. One thing that I will have to focus on is being objective while 

reporting, which is imperative for good sports reporting. Before my reports, I will write 

down notes of what I want to say, and make sure that I am not showing a bias. One of the 

suggestions was more equitable coverage of different sports, which ties into the reason 

why I am focusing on the women’s basketball team. The other sources I am using explain 

more in depth why female athletes get a significantly lower amount of media coverage. 

This article presents helpful sports journalism practices that I can use while I am 

broadcasting for my final project.  

 


